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The Amalgamated First Vision

The importance of the First Vision to the Church is incalculable. President Hinckley has remarked: 

“Joseph Smith saw the Father and the Son in the Sacred Grove … It happened. It was real. If the occurred, then everything else in connection with the restoration occurred also. That is the great of our faith and our testimony.”
 

The Prophet dictated four versions of that revelatory experience during his lifetime.  His earliest account was dictated to Fredrick G. Williams during the fall of 1832 in Kirtland.
 A second written account, also dictated in Kirtland, was recorded by Warren Cowdrey during a discussion the Prophet had with a traveling religious man.
 Then, in 1838, as he attempted to counter “many reports which have been put in circulation by evil disposed and designing persons”, Joseph penned the most complete description, now contained in the Pearl of Great Price.
 

Finally, in 1841, Joseph received a request for a written account of the events leading to the founding of the Church. This request, from John Wentworth, the owner of the Chicago Democrat, lead the prophet to dictate the “Wentworth Letter”, that also contained the Articles of Faith.
 

Each of these four versions had in mind a different audience. For instance, the Prophet knew that the information he provided for John Wentworth (1841) would be read by a broad audience while the 1835 version was only intended for the history of the church. As a result, each version highlights different aspects and details of that morning.   
It is important that we study all four versions. When read together, they help us understand much more clearly the experience of young Joseph. For this reason it is helpful to combine all four versions into one narrative.
It should be noted that when the versions are combined, differences in diction and spelling errors are amplified. It is hard for us to know how many of these style differences are a function of a maturing prophet and how many are attributed to the writing style of his scribes.
In this combined narrative, the four versions will be identified as follows:
1832- Dictation (Bold)     1838- Pearl of Great Price (Plain)
1835- Kirtland (Italics)      1841- Wentworth Letter (Underlined)
The Amalgamated First Version Narrative

Owing to the many reports which have been put in circulation by evil disposed and designing persons in relation to the rise and progress of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter day Saints, all of which have been designed by the authors thereof to militate against its Character as a Church, and its progress in the world, I have been induced to write this history so as to disabuse the publick mind, and put all enquirers after truth into possession of the facts as they have transpired in relation both to myself and the Church as far as I have such facts in possession...

...At about the age of twelve years my mind became seriously imprest with regard to the all importent concerns for the wellfare of my immortal Soul… I began to reflect upon the importance of being prepared for a future state, which led me to Searching the Scriptures believeing as I was taught, that they contained the word of God thus applying myself to them

Some time in the second year after our removal to Manchester, there was in the place where we lived an unusual excitement on the subject of religion. It commenced with the Methodists, but soon became general among all the sects in that region of country. Indeed, the whole district of country seemed affected by it, and great multitudes united themselves to the different religious parties, which created no small stir and division amongst the people, some crying, "Lo, here!" and others, "Lo, there!" Some were contending for the Methodist faith, some for the Presbyterian, and some for the Baptist… My mind at times was greatly excited, the cry and tumult were so great and incessant.
…my intimate acquaintance with those of differant denominations led me to marvel exceedingly……I discovered that they did not adorn their profession by a holy walk and Godly conversation agreeable to what I found contained in that Sacred depository
enquiring the plan of salvation I found that there was a great clash in religious sentiment; if I went to one society they referred me to one plan, and another to another; each one pointing to his own particular creed as the summum bonum of perfection considering that all could not be right, and that God could not be the author of so much confusion I determined to investigate the subject more fully, believing that if God had a church it would not be split up into factions, and that if he taught one society to worship one way, and administer in one set of ordinances, he would not teach another principles which were diametrically opposed
this was a grief to my Soul thus from the age of twelve years to fifteen I pondered many things in my heart concerning the sittuation of the world of mankind the contentions and divions the wickeness and abominations and the darkness which pervaded…the minds of mankind 

by Searching the Scriptures I found that mankind did not come unto the Lord but that they had apostatised from the true and liveing faith… 

Who of all these parties are right? Or are they all wrong together? And if any one of them be right which is it? And how shall I know it? I knew not who was right or who was wrong, but considered it of the first importance to me that I should be right, in matters of so much moment, matter involving eternal consequences.  
During this time of great excitement my mind was called up to serious reflection and great uneasiness, but though my feelings were deep and often pungent...my mind become excedingly distressed for I became convicted of my Sins and it was impossible for a person young as I was, and so unacquainted with men and things, to come to any certain conclusion who was right and who was wrong. 
While I was laboring under the extreme difficulties caused by the contests of these parties of religionists I was one day reading the Epistle of James, First Chapter and fifth verse which reads, "If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth not, and it shall be given him. 

Never did any passage of scripture come with more power to the heart of man that this did at this time to mine. 

It seemed to enter with great force into every feeling of my heart. I reflected on it again and again, knowing that if any person needed wisdom from God, I did, for how to act I did not know and unless I could get more wisdom than I then had, would never know 

...therefore I cried unto the Lord for mercy for there was none else to whom I could go and to obtain mercy and the Lord heard my cry in the wilderness 

Believing the word of God … I retired to a secret place in a grove …out into the woods where my father had a clearing, and went to the stump where I had stuck my axe when I had quit work…
 
It was on the morning of a beautiful clear day early in the spring of Eighteen hundred and twenty. It was the first time in my life that I had ccc made such an attempt, for amidst all my anxieties I had never as yet made the attempt to pray vocally

…and there bowed down before the Lord, under a realizing sense (if the bible be true) ask and you shall receive, knock and it shall be opened, seek and you shall find…

Information was what I most desired at this time, and with a fixed determination to obtain it, I called on the Lord  

I had scarcely done so, when immediately I was siezed upon by some power which entirely overcame me and had such astonishing influence over me as to bind my tongue So that I could not speak. 

… I heard a noise behind me like some one walking towards me. I strove again to pray, but could not; the noise of walking seemed to draw nearer, I sprang upon my feet and looked round, but saw no person or thing that was calculated to produce the noise of walking.

Thick darkness gathered around me and it seemed to me for a time as if I were doomed to sudden destruction But exerting all my powers to call upon God to deliver me out of the power of this enemy which had siezed upon me, and at the very moment when I was ready to sink into despair and abandon myself to destruction, not to an imaginary ruin but to the power of some actual being from the unseen world who had such a marvelous power as I had never before felt in any being. 

I kneeled again, my mouth was opened and my tongue loosed; I called on the Lord in mighty prayer Just at this moment of great alarm I saw a  … pillar of [fire] light above the brightness of the Sun at noon day come down from above and rested upon me … It no sooner appeared than I found myself delivered from the enemy which held me bound. 
I was filld with the Spirit of God and the Lord opened the heavens upon me [and]…my mind was taken away from the objects with which I was surrounded… I was enwrapped in a heavenly vision…   I saw many angels.
…A personage appeared in the midst of this pillar of flame, which was spread all around and yet nothing consumed. Another personage soon appeared like unto the first who exactly resembled each other in features, and likeness  (whose brightness and glory defy all description) standing above me in the air.
One of them spake unto me calling me by name and said (pointing to the other) "This is my beloved Son, Hear him.“

Saying Joseph my Son thy Sins are forgiven thee. go thy  way walk in my Statutes and keep my commandments behold I am the Lord of glory I was crucifyed for the world that all those who believe on my name may have Eternal life
My object in going to enquire of the Lord was to know which of all the sects was right, that I might know which to join. No sooner therefore did I get possession of myself so as to be able to speak, than I asked the personages who stood above me in the light, which of all the sects was right,

I was answered that I must join none of them, for they were all wrong, and the Personage who addressed me said that all their Creeds were an abomination in his sight  

behold the world lieth in sin arid at this time and none doeth good no not one they have turned asside from the Gospel and keep not  my commandments They teach for doctrines the commandments of men, having a form of Godliness but they deny the power thereof." they draw near to me with their lips while their hearts are far from me and mine anger is kindling against the inhabitants of the earth …
They told me that all religious denominations were believing in incorrect doctrines, and that none of them was acknowledged of God as his church and kingdom. And I was expressly commanded to "go not after them," He again forbade me to join with any of them …at the same time  I received a promise that the fulness of the gospel should at some future time be made known unto me. 

…and many other things did he say unto me which I cannot write at this time

When I came to myself again I found myself lying on my back looking up into Heaven... I had no strength; but soon recovering in some degree, I went home

And as I leaned up to the fireplace, mother inquired what the matter was. I replied, "Never mind, all is well—I am well enough off." I then said to my mother, "I have learned for myself that Presbyterianism is not true."    

…my Soul was filled with love for many days and I could rejoice with great joy and the Lord was with me I could rejoice with great joy and the Lord was with me but could find none that would believe the hevenly vision
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